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Getting a teaching job at James Madison University wasn’t going to be easy for Mike 

Grunddman. 

It was around 4 a.m. in January of 2007. While driving to the San Diego Airport on 

Freeway 405, Mike noticed smoke billowing from under the hood of his car. Luckily traffic was 

minimal, so Mike was able to pull his 1994 Gold Volvo Wagon off to the side. 

Mike’s flight was at 7 a.m. so if he was going to make it, he had to think fast. After 

calling for a tow truck as well as a cab, he waited around forty minutes before getting picked up. 

“The question was where they were going to pick me up,” Mike said. After jumping over 

a concrete wall and walking in the 52 degree California weather, Mike decided on a western bar. 

Eighty minutes and 200 dollars later, Mike arrived at the airport. 

“If I make my flight I’m cool.  A little sweaty, but cool,” he said. 

Mike made his flight. 

Once arriving at Dulles Airport Mike soon realized that the two hour drive to 

Harrisonburg, Va., would be slowed due to a bad snowstorm. His dinner with the Media Arts and 

Design Director, Steve Anderson, was cancelled.  

Mike’s two day interview process went well and by February 2007, he was offered a job 

at James Madison University. “I was telling my coworkers about what happened and they got a 

laugh. Maybe that’s why they hired me,” Mike joked. 

“I was not impressed with Harrisonburg.  If I take this job I’m not taking it for the place, 

I’m taking it for the work,” he described his first thoughts on Harrisonburg. 

Mike took the job and has been in Harrisonburg for about 3 ½ years now. 



What seemed like an impossible job transition to make due to factors beyond Mike’s 

control, turned out to be the change he was looking for. 

“I have since met a lady here and married her,” said Mike. 

Mike married Tara Kent, an elementary school teacher, on October 24, 2009. 

Mike and Tara, who didn’t take Mike’s last name, dated for about 3 to 4 months before 

getting engaged. 

“Would you want to adopt the name Grunddman when your last name is Kent? I was 

thinking about taking her last name,” Mike laughed. 

When asked about his thoughts on coming to James Madison University he said, “I guess 

it was fortuitous cause I met my wife!” 

Mike landed the job and got the lady, but one thing didn’t change: he’s still got the car. 


