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Renee rushes into Taylor Down Under wearing a bright yellow pea coat. Her cheeks are 

flushed red from the below freezing temperature outside. Our meeting time set at seven in the 

evening. It was 7:04.   

“I’m so sorry I’m late,” she says with somewhat of exhaustion. 

Four minutes seemed like nothing, but for Doussard who is double majoring in Media 

Arts and Design and Hospitality, time is everything. 

 After talking at Taylor Down Under for a few minutes, it was time to bear the cold and 

head over to this weeks meeting spot, Logan Hall. Doussard walks in a fast-paced walk; perhaps 

it was the cold, or maybe just second-nature. 

Doussard is a co-leader of 20 sophomore girls as part of the four hundred member Inter-

Varsity Christian Fellowship. They call themselves the Pretty, Pretty Princesses. Every Tuesday 

evening she meets with her co-leader, Lindsay Turner, and the girls to pray, study the Bible and 

hang out.   

We walk into the front doors of Logan Hall. The Pretty, Pretty Princesses are dispersed 

on three separate sofas around a common table. One girl is playing the guitar while the others 

chow down on heart-shaped sugar cookies.  

Tracy Poon, a sophomore and Modern Foreign Language major, slides over to make 

room next to her. 

“Inter-Varsity is a great community; very welcoming,” Tracy says. 

The meeting starts.  Each girl goes around saying their name along with their favorite 

article of clothing. 



“My favorite article of clothing is really comfy cotton dresses,” one girl says as another 

chimes in, “That was Renee’s…I can tell.” 

“That was,” Renee says with a grin. 

The girls talk to each other as if they have known one another forever. Boy problems, 

family issues, and academic stress are just some of the topics of conversation. It isn’t until Bible 

study when they focus their complete attention on God. 

“It’s awesome to see them grow together and help other people that are new,” Doussard 

says. 

Doussard recalls how one girl who transferred to James Madison University this past 

semester started with the Pretty, Pretty Princesses.   

“She said she would eat by herself in her room, but since she’s joined our small group, 

she hasn’t had a lunch or dinner without one of the girls.  They all started hanging out without 

Lindsay and I having to say, ‘you should include her,’” Doussard says. 

Doussard remains busy outside of the Pretty Pretty, Princesses.  She is taking eighteen 

credit hours this semester, she is part of the Hospitality Club Managers Association of America, 

works to plan and cater special events that come to Festival and she is one of nine executives for 

Inter-Varsity. 

“Now that I’m on Exec, I’m in charge of putting on New Student Retreat,” she 

comments. 

At the start of each school year, new freshmen to Inter-Varsity, both boys and girls, go on 

New Student Retreat to get acquainted. They stay for a weekend at Highland Retreat about 30 

minutes away. The boys stay in cabins on one side of the camp while the girls stay in rooms 



filled with bunk-beds on the other side. The main event is Saturday night, when they build a 

bonfire and each group puts on a skit parodying freshmen life. 

“It’s really important to get to know each other before having them share what they 

believe,” says Doussard. 

When coming to James Madison University, Doussard wanted to be a Journalist.  She 

quickly realized that Journalism was not for her.  After she graduates in the spring of 2011, she 

hopes to take some time off and follow her passion for women’s ministry.  

“Beth Moore writes Bible studies and ministers to a huge group of women in Texas; she 

travels all over the world,” Doussard explains the root of her inspiration for women’s ministry.  

Maybe the next best selling author will be none other than Renee Doussard herself. 

 
Favorite Place to eat on campus: 
“D-Hall; I love the fun, family atmosphere.” 
 
Favorite Movie: 
“Currently The Proposal but it changes. I’m more of a chick-flick person.” 
 
Biggest Fear: 
“Going through college and doing a lot of things but not doing them with excellence.” 
 
Biggest Inspiration: 
“My mom; she’s had rheumatoid arthritis since I was born.  She continued to exercise; they said 
she would be in a wheelchair by this time but she isn’t.” 
 
Why did you choose JMU? 
“I wanted to go in-state and when I came here people were super-friendly.” 


